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2021-22 Bell Schedule and Graduation Requirements
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Superintendent Dr. Randy Trani Report to the School Board on Feb 3 about the
Graduation Requirements and Bell Schedule surveys: VIDEO LINK HERE (23:10 52:10)
Questions from Parents/Guardians and Community Members:
Why is MSBSD proposing changes to the graduation requirements and bell schedule?
As the District prepares for the 2021-2022 school year with the hope of removing the current
COVID-19 mitigation protocols the focus and foundation is aimed at raising student
achievement. This effort begins with enhanced graduation requirements which create high but
attainable expectations for all students. In meeting this challenge, it is important that our
schedule provides a structure to support students and teachers effectively. The proposed
schedules incorporate many benefits including increased instructional time for students,
increased planning time for teachers, introduction of a new college, career and community
readiness class focused on acceleration and remediation opportunities, and incentivizes school
success with an opportunity to enjoy gradual release through hybrid learning with parental
consent.
Will students have the option to attend school five days a week?
Yes, the schedules currently under consideration will have students returning to in-person
learning five days per week. Upperclassmen who are on track to graduate may be allowed a
Friday early release option, with parental permission, between 11:40-12:00, after their lunch. An
early release option will enable upperclassmen to transition to a part-time job, engage in
community activities, and/or enroll in online college credit or CTE courses.
Will students be able to participate in off-campus courses, for example, work-study
options and LDS Seminary?
Yes, students will still be able to access off-campus courses. The District recognizes that some
students want or need to work. The District will continue to work with students who want to hold
part-time jobs. Additionally, the early release option for upperclassmen on Fridays will allow
students to take advantage of work-study opportunities or part-time employment. Similarly,
students who are passing all of their classes and on track to graduate, will be allowed to attend
Seminary during the school day. However, students will not receive credit for Seminary. See
Board Policy 5112.5 for additional information.
Will students be required to enroll in a postsecondary program (i.e., college, military, or
trade school, etc.) to be eligible to graduate?
No, the District will not require students to enroll in a postsecondary program. The goal with the
new graduation requirements is to help support students so they can make an informed decision
about their postsecondary opportunities. Enrolling in a postsecondary program will not be a
condition for graduating. The choice will be up to the student and his or her family.
Will families still be able to enroll in full-time remote learning for next year?
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Yes, families who want to continue remote learning can do so through either Mat-Su Central
School, Twindly Bridge Charter School, or enroll in the District’s iTech program.
When will the new graduation requirements take effect?
The proposed new graduation requirements will take effect for the graduating class of 2025, or
this year’s 8th graders.
Will the schedule change still allow current high school students to earn enough credits
to graduate?
By the end of the current school year, the class of 2022 will have had an opportunity to earn 20
credits. Next year, with seven classes, they will have a chance to earn a total of 27 credits
within the standard school day. Their graduation requirements will be 24.5 credits. The classes
of 2023 and 2024 will also remain at 24.5.
Will students who have an IEP be required to meet the new graduation requirements?
Schools will continue to have the flexibility to provide accommodations and modifications for all
students with an Individual Education Plan (IEP). Following the IEP process, these decisions
are made by the IEP team.
Will parents have the option to send their student(s) to school on Fridays even if they are
eligible to take advantage of the early release option?
Yes. Regardless of academic status, parents will still have the option to send their students to
school on Fridays for the full academic day. An early release option will be extended to
upperclassmen who are passing their classes and are on track to graduate, but only with
parental permission.
Are school start and end times changing with the new graduation requirements or new
bell schedule?
Secondary schools will continue to start at 7:45 am and end at 2:15 pm. Transportation will
continue to be provided to and from school five days a week.
Will more students be allowed to receive high school credits in middle school?
Yes. The District believes in supporting middle school students who demonstrate that they are
ready for early high school credit. In support of the new graduation requirements, the District
will work with middle schools to continue to offer high school courses for credit and consider
increased opportunities for students who are ready.
Will all secondary students be required to use Apex next year?
Apex will not be required as the primary online platform for the 2021-22 school year. Apex will
continue to be used for students who want to take classes not offered at their schools, credit
recovery, credit acceleration, and summer school.
What is AP Seminar?
AP Seminar is a course that allows students to develop and practice their skills in research,
collaboration, and communication. Students will investigate topics in various subject areas, write
research-based essays, and design and deliver presentations, both individually, and as part of a
team. AP Seminar will also help students gather and combine information from multiple sources,
view an issue from multiple perspectives, and craft arguments based on evidence.
Will AP Seminar be a required course?

3
AP Seminar will be a requirement for all 10th-grade students. Students earning a 3, 4, or 5 on
the AP Seminar test will receive early college credit. AP Seminar will count as a core academic
requirement. For example, if a student’s project is based on the decline of the king salmon run
in the Mat-Su Valley, the student will receive a science credit. Conversely, if a student’s project
is based on the decline of Alaska’s oil industry, they will receive a core social studies credit.
Who is going to pay for the AP/IB exams and college application fees?
During the 2021-22 school year, the District will pay for all AP, IB, and CTE exams. Additionally,
many college application fees have been waived. The District will work with students who need
financial support with their college application fees.

Questions from MSBSD Teachers and Staff:

What will the schedule be for next year?
The District is considering two bell schedules for secondary schools for the 2021-2022 school
year. Those two schedules have been shared with school administrators and staff for review
and feedback. Both schedules offer 7 class periods, in which teachers would provide instruction
for 6 class periods and have 1 class period for planning time. Planning would occur during the
instructional day throughout the week.
Will teachers be asked to teach in-person and at-home learners?
No, families who would like to continue to engage in remote learning will be able to do so
through one of the District’s correspondence programs or through iTech. The District is planning
to have dedicated remote learner teachers for students/families who want to maintain a remote
learning schedule. As a result, most secondary teachers would be working with at-school
learners, and a small group of teachers will be supporting at-home learners.
How do we accommodate students transferring into the MSBSD or from one MSBSD high
school to another? AP students moving mid-semester or mid-year from another school
may not have their AP class offered at the new school.
Students transferring into the MSBSD will not be required to make up additional courses. In
these cases, requirements may be waived, courses from other districts may be substituted, and
schools will work with students to meet their needs on an individual basis in the same way they
do currently. In cases where a student transferred within the District and was enrolled in a
course (AP or otherwise) that is not offered at the new MSBSD school, counselors and
administrators will work with the student and their family in the same way they do currently.
How will the District provide professional development in support of the new graduation
requirements?
The District will provide professional development during SAMS, FAMS, and dedicated PD days
during the school year. Additionally, voluntary PD with accompanying honorariums will be
available. Similar to the progressive increase in graduation requirements, the District
recognizes that PD will need to be scaffolded and ongoing over the next several years.
How will the graduation requirements and/or bell schedule affect elective course
offerings and teachers?
The District values all teachers and believes that educating the whole child extends beyond
English, math, science, and social studies classes. Elective courses will still be prioritized.
Students will be required to take 7 elective courses in either CTE, fine arts, and/or world
languages.
How many AP/IB classes will each core area teacher be asked to teach?
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The number of AP/IB courses taught by each instructor will be a site-based administrator
decision. The goal is to have, at a minimum, an AP section in each of the four core subject
areas (e.g., English, math, science, and social studies). Additionally, the District will work with
school administrators to ensure teacher workloads are balanced as much as possible.
Will the new graduation requirements create tracks for students?
The District does not support tracking students. The graduation requirements will allow
students to engage in rigorous academic classes, which include career and technical education,
fine arts, and core academic classes. All of these classes teach valuable 21st-century skills.
Will all secondary schools be required to implement the new graduation requirements
and bell schedule?
Graduation requirements are defined in School Board Policy and all schools are required to
adhere to those policy requirements. All secondary schools will be expected to follow the
established bell schedule to allow for course sharing options and districtwide program
coordination. Certain special mission schools may be granted an exemption to the bell
schedule.
How will our students get extra support?
Both schedules under consideration include a daily Community, Career and College Readiness
class, which allows students to receive extra support with core and/or elective subjects.
Additionally, the Community, Career and College Readiness class will enable students to
receive support with credit recovery and/or enrichment and exploratory options. Teachers and
counselors will also support students with the following items: resumes, cover letters, personal
finances, job applications, college applications, the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA), and digital citizenship/safety lessons during this time.

